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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





Dawn In Latin America 


We are in for tumultuous days in Central and South America. The 
Cuban revolution under Fidel Castro is sparking disturbances almost 
everywhere south of the Rio Grande, eruptions that are arising out of long 


smoldering unrest, long suppressed 

The land reform program of Cas- 
tro, coming with unexpected sud- 
deness, has touched off the strife in 
Nicaragua, Panama, Ecuador and 
elsewhere. For, in all these areas, 
foreign capital— mostly U. S.— 
invested in sugar, fruit, mining and 
public utilities, is a major factor in 
the economy of each nation. 

Here are the important items in 
the new Cuban land reform law: 

e No sugar cane plantation can 
be operated by a stock company 
unless every stockholder is a Cuban 
citizen. (The sugar industry makes 
up over 80 per cent of the island’s 
exports and employs by far the 
largest number of workers). 

e Only Cuban citizens can pur- 
chase land in Cuba in the future. 
No foreigner can inherit land. (The 
largest land holdings are those of 
the United Fruit Company and the 
Cuban-American Sugar Company, 
both of whom own thousands of 
acres and operate large mills for 
processing sugar cane.) 

e The corporations owning the 
sugar mills are given 90 days to 
comply with the requirement of 
the Agrarian Reform law. 

e A thousand acres is set as the 
maximum amount of land that any 
individual may own in Cuba, 3300 
acres the maximum for a Cuban- 
owned company. 

e Land in excess of this amount 
will be expropriated and divided 
among the landless. Cane, rice and 
cattle properties now belonging to 
Cuban citizens are exempt, how- 
ever, from this clause at the present 
time. 

e Compensation for expropriat- 
ed land will be made in government 
bonds payable in 30 years at four 
per cent. A valuation will be based 
on the tax value prior to October, 
1958, which American owners 
charge is a fraction of the real value 
at the present time. 


aspirations. 

e Each landless Cuban family 
participating in the redistribution 
of the land will receive 66 acres as 
well as government financial and 
technical aid in the development of 
the land. 

Much disorganization and con- 
fusion will result from these harsh 
laws, but land reform has been the 
driving motive of Castro’s move- 
ment from its beginning. When Cas- 
tro was warned that it would take 
ten years for the people to be 
noticeably benefited by the land 
reform, he answered, “But that’s 
not long; we’ve waited for it 100 
years.” 

The protests of Cuban land own- 
ers of moderate wealth — which 
have been played up in the U. S. 
press — will no doubt temper the 
land reform campaign, but they 
cannot eliminate it. Despite the im- 
mature political characteristics of 
Castro’s program, the land reform 
will have to move forward, for the 
pressure upon Castro from millions 
of impoverished Cubans is infinite- 
ly greater than any middle class 
opposition that may be stirred. 

Castro hopes to develop diversi- 
fied agriculture to replace Cuba’s 
dependency on sugar, for the low- 
wage sugar plantation and mill 
worker can’t afford the food which 
must be imported. According to 
Carlton Beals, veteran reporter on 
Latin American affairs, half of the 
Cuban labor forces are unemployed 
half the time, and when he is em- 
ployed, the Cuban worker earns 
about $25 a month where living 
costs are almost as high as in the 
U. S. 

While our press has concentrated 
on pasting the biggest possible Com- 
munist label on Castro, Latin Amer- 
ican diplomats have warned that 
Castro’s movement — irrespective 
of its relationship with communism 


— would bring upheavals all over 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HY NO LABOR REFORM LEGISLATION: The failure of Con- 
gress to pass a labor reform bill, even after all the revelations about 
corruption in the unions and in labor-management relations, lavs bare 
important developments that will soon reach deeply into all of our lives. 


MANY PRESS REPORTS would have it that labor reform legisla- 
tion has not been passed because too many Congressmen are under the 
thumbs of the labor leaders. This popular interpretation blinds the public to 
the real issues. Here are two chief obstructions to labor reform legislation: 


(1) THE MUCH NEEDED LEGISLATION to protect labor unions 
from crooked officials and gangster infiltration has been thwarted by the 
conservative Republicans and Southern plantation Democrats in Congress 
who have used the demand for corrective labor legislation as an oppor- 
tunity to impose restraints on labor union tactics in dealing with large in- 
dustries. Before any of the proposed labor bills emerged from committee 
and floor debate, amendments had been added to outlaw secondary boy- 
cotts, curb mass picketing — along with other legal restraints which would 
have given industry more protection from strike action. Additional laws of 
this kind might be needed, but such legislation is aimed at honest as well as 
dishonest labor leaders and has little or no relationship to the corrupt prac- 
tices within the unions. Long overdue corrective legislation, therefore, is 
delayed because Congressmen who speak for industry capitalize on the 
need for labor reform as a chance to weaken labor’s position in the unre- 
solved economic warfare that surrounds us. The threat of such punitive 
legislation does stir a great deal of political pressure, for there are other 
Congressmen who do not dare forget that workers have many more votes 
than management. 


(2) NONE OF THE PROPOSED LABOR LEGISLATION recog- 
nizes the responsibility of management for the racketeering in industry- 
labor relations. The McClelland Senate Committee investigation has pro- 
vided ample evidence of the large part played by management in the in- 
crease of corruption in the ranks of labor. When racketeering is exposed 
in the unions, the Senate committee speaks in a loud voice and the press 
amplifies. But when the dirt is also found in the ranks of management, the 
committee lowers its voice and the press whispers. The chief investigator 
for the committee, Robert Kennedy (brother of Sen. John Kennedy), has 
often pointed out that there have been few instances of shocking corruption 
in which management was not also deeply involved. But such statements 
are largely ignored, many newspapers and news weeklies omitting them 
altogether. (Notable cases include the A. & P. food chain deal with certain 
union crooks whereby the A. & P. got a jump on their competition; the 
large sums paid by N. Y. newspapers to N. Y. gangsters for “protection” in 
the delivery of their papers, etc. — N. Y. Times, May 3.) The honest labor 
leaders want the “teeth” in the labor reform legislation to bite into man- 
agement as well as labor. After all, a set of “uppers” can’t bite alone. The 
labor unions will continue to use their considerable political influence to 
block reform legislation that doesn’t also apply to the business leaders who 
connive with the crooks. Yet Congress has hardly touched this phase of 
the question. 


THE WAGE-PROFIT CONFLICT 


HE clash between the union leaders and industry in the pending steel 
strike pinpoints the joint responsibility of labor and management and 

the failure of both to meet this responsibility. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


THE BUSINESS CRITERION in many industries has been, “It’s 
nobody's business how much profit we make or what we do with it.” This 
still appears to be the theme-song of many of the largest industries, if we 
are to judge by the National Assn. of Manufacturers and the Chamber of 
Commerce spokesmen. But this ignores one of the major economic princi- 
ples that has been learned by this generation of Americans — that, as the 
sense of social responsibility in profits has increased, the American stand- 
ard of living has increased. This larger sense of Christian sharing in busi- 
ness, with an equal measure of responsibility in labor leadership, has 
brought the most rapid and greatest economic advance in history. This 
achievement is still secure in many corporations whose well-paid workers 
have not known a strike for a generation. But the threatened breakdown in 
steel is at a very vital spot and if the steel strike should be prevented at the 
last minute, or quickly settled, it will not eliminate the general turbulence 
in industrial-labor relations. The need for a much deeper understanding will 
continue, indeed will grow as our economic conflict with the Communist 
system increases. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROFITABLE GAIN applies to all 
— both labor and management. When a particular labor union, like that of 
the steel workers, has been able to win an especially high wage scale, the 
relationship of that union to other workers who earn less is involved in 
this larger responsibility. Consequently, the publicity put out by both the 
steel corporations and the steel unions has been not only dishonest — but it 
shuns the responsibility that morally falls upon both. The unions have one 
set of man-hour output figures to prove that they should get higher wages 
out of the industry’s extraordinary profits; management uses another set of 
man-hour output figures to support their claim that they should not pay 
more to their workers. But both arguments and “sets of facts” are selfishly 
biased not only against each other but against the countless little businessmen 
who deal in steel products and the millions of other less well paid workers. 

THE STEEL LABOR LEADERS ARE justified in pointing to the 
huge profits of the steel industry (250 per cent increase, in profit per ton, 
after taxes, since 1952). But they are wrong in using these figures as a 
basis for demanding that the steel worker, already the highest paid work- 
er in industry, get a bigger piece of the profit pie, irrespective of what this 
will mean to others. Since the steel workers are exceptionally well paid, the 
excess profits on steel are being taken, not from the worker, but from the 
auto dealer, the distributor of washing machines, freezers, refrigerators, 
vacuum cleaners and from those who produce, sell and buy canned goods 
— from all those who are paying more than they should for steel products. 

THESE EXCESS PROFITS being syphoned off at the top in many 
basic industries mean diminishing returns for the wholesaler, dealer, labor 
and consumer. This pinch has brought the Auto Dealers’ Assn. to Washing- 
ton to demand action of Congress. It has also brought many other business 
groups to Washington, demanding protection from monopoly pricing where 
no one makes a profit but those at the top. And this pinch is creating the 
restlessness and resentment in labor ranks that sparks the present wave of 
strikes. As we have pointed out before, the only solution in steel, autos — 
and other industries which have enjoyed exceptionally high profits but 
are afflicted with labor strife — is lower prices, out of excess profits, with 
wages holding the line, and with a price drop that will benefit all — a shar- 
ing of the responsibility by those who can best afford it. The settlement of 
the steel dispute will be inevitably evaluated in these terms. Even before 
the steel negotiations began, the American Can Co., one of the largest 
users of steel, lowered its prices and ran full page ads asking the steel cor- 


porations to do the same for much the same reasons as those we have out- 
lined above. 





Here are the profit reports of some of the basic industries that are stirring resentments 
among labor leaders and little businessmen, many of whom have been slow to recover from the 
low business levels of less than a year ago. In the first quarter of ‘59, (General Motors had a 
profit gain of 59 per cent over the first quarter of ‘58; GM made 24 per cent on investment in 
*58!) Ford Motors had an even higher gain in contrast to ‘58. U. S. Steel gained over 70 per cent 
in the past quarter and their ‘58 profits were high. Other steel companies are running as high as 
100 per cent and more over last year. The major rubber companies have run from 64 per cent 
(Goodrich) to more than 100 per cent increase (General T & R). (Wall St. Journal, May 1, 6, 9.) 


These giant corporations nearly all had good profits in ’58 despite 
the recession. Unless they lower prices, as their profits boom exorbitantly 
(largely as a result of automation), they are writing on the walls of busi- 
ness, “After us, the Marxists.” For in the coming economic competition 
with international Marxist production, our democratic economy will lose 
its footing for the contest unless a new and much larger sense of mutual 
responsibility and Christian sharing is achieved. We say “Christian” be- 
cause this larger sense of responsibility did not enter the world’s conscious- 
ness until a genuine effort was made to implement the teachings of the 
great Galilean; similarly, the high standard of living for all has been un- 
known except in areas where his teachings have become a leaven. 

(continued third col., NEXT page) 


Dawn In Latin America (continued) 


Latin America. These diplomats 
have charged that the accusations in 
the U. S. press (that Castro is a 
Communist) have been based large- 
ly on the fear of land reform in 
U. S. investment circles. There are 
Communists in Castro’s regime. But 
since land reform is admittedly long 
overdue in Cuba, is it honest and 
is it safe to dismiss the land reform 
as due to Communist influence? 
That’s one way to give communism 
a considerable boost in the eyes of 
millions. 

The alarm over Castro in the 
North American press, and in of- 
ficial Washington, has a synthetic 
ring in view of the indifference of 
the same officials and the same 
press to the outrages committed by 
the preceding Batista regime. The 
voices that now speak with alarm 
about Castro showed no concern 
when Batista abolished the free 
press in Cuba, smashed all inde- 
pendent radio voices, jailed news- 
paper men and staged elections 
only at the point of a bayonet, 
after driving 40,000 Cubans into 
exile. Nor were there any expres- 
sions of concern when 20,000 Cu- 
ban professional people — doctors, 
lawyers, engineers, including num- 
erous Rotarians, students and farm- 
ers— were tortured and assassin- 
ated, some even burned alive. (See 
report by Carlton Beals in The 
Nation, May 2.) 

The contribution that foreign in- 
vestors have made to the economies 
of the Caribbean and South Ameri- 
can countries should not be ignored. 
Better roads, a few hospitals and 
new schools, mostly associated with 
U. S. properties, have not gone un- 
noticed. And the wages paid by the 
foreigners have usually been slightly 
higher than those of native employ- 
ers. But, in the case of Cuba, these 
contributions are slight in the face 
of the millions in profits drained 
out of the economy year after year, 
leaving an island of indescribable 
slums, both rural and urban, which 
are sad testimonials to 50 years of 
U. S. industrial occupation. Castro’s 
success in gaining the upper hand 
over these interests has inspired mil- 
lions of Latin Americans to become 
the masters of their own resources. 

Several attempts have been made 
to organize an inter-American de- 
velopment association through 
which new policies and practices 
could be inaugurated that would of- 
fer a larger share of participation 
for the local government and their 
people in the cultivation of the 
wealth of each area. But the policy 
of the foreign investors — the U.S. 
oil, fruit, sugar and mining corpora- 
tions — has been to do nothing to 
disturb the status quo, even when 
that status quo included a rather 


foul dictatorship, as it often has. 

When a people are accustomed to 
dictatorships supported by U‘S. oil, 
banana, sugar and mining interests, 
they aren’t much disturbed by a 
dictatorship supported by the Com- 
munists. Especially when the Reds 
say, “All this should be yours!” No 
wonder the Communists are able to 
worm their way into every new 
movement that sweeps away the old 
and corrupt, and brings in a new 
day of opportunity for those who 
have known only despair and want. 
Our relations with Latin America 
during the troubled times ahead will 
now be governed by our under- 
standing of these forces. 

There are Communist influences 
within the Castro regime as there 
undoubtedly are in every revolu- 
tionary regime now coming to the 
surface throughout Latin America. 
How strong that Communist influ- 
ence will become depends largely 
upon U.S. officials and financial in- 
terests and the sympathetic under- 
standing of the U.S. public. 


As Congress studies the troubled 
conditions in Latin America, in- 
creasing attention is being given to 
the haphazard manner in which 
U.S. weapons have been turned 
over to Latin American dictators to 
be used against their own people. A 
House Foreign Affairs subcommit- 
tee recently declared that “the use 
of U.S.-supplied armaments by ty- 
rants in civil strife has garnered the 
wrath of the Latin American people 
who tend to equate our armaments 
with the regime using them.” This 
House group verified the fact that 
Pentagon gift-weapons were used by 
Batista in Cuba to kill over 20,000 
Cubans. Such action “has created 
deep resentment against the U.S. 
among Cubans and all Latin Ameri- 
cans.” 

This has happened not only in 
Latin America in the last few years, 
but in all parts of the world. One 
Congressman asks, “Shouldn’t the 
Pentagon have a policy that bears 
some resemblance to the principles 
of American democracy? Or are 
they just passing out guns to any- 
body who will promise to point 
them at those we don’t like?” 





By the time you receive this 
issue, the editor of Between The 
Lines will be traveling behind the 
Iron Curtain, renewing former 
contacts and making new ones. 
Out of Mr. Wells’ summer jour- 
neys, we hope to expand still 
further the kind of incisive re- 
porting and analysis that has 
long made this Newsletter a val- 
uable source of information for 
the more discerning reader. 
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Who’s Christian? 

Nehru of India, a Brahmin Hindu, has given the modern world an 
impressive demonstration of the effectiveness of Christian goodwill in the 
midst of international tensions. At the time of Red China’s violent suppres- 
sion of the Tibetan resistance, the Peking Government broadcast violent 
abuse at India for giving protection to the Dalai Lama, going so far as to 
accuse Nehru of provoking the Tibetan revolt and “kidnapping” the 


Tibetan holy man. Nehru’s words, 
quietly but forcefully heard over the 
world, mildly rebuked Red China 
for her “untruthfulness and hostile 
attitude towards a friendly neigh- 
bor.” Nehru told Red China that 
either her leaders were “grossly mis- 
informed or else they were very 
foolish” to deliberately stir hostility 
between Red China and India. Neh- 
ru assured Peking that India had 
nothing but goodwill for the Chi- 
nese nation and would continue thus 
unless Red China destroyed these 
friendly relations. 

Nehru then offered to accept a 
delegation from Red China to in- 
vestigate the manner in which the 
Dalai Lama had come, how he had 
been received and how he was be- 
ing treated — as a guest — free to 
follow his own will. 

Red China’s fulminations were 
quieted. After a week of silence, the 
Peking Government issued a for- 
mal statement expressing its disap- 
proval of Nehru’s views on Tibet, 
but accompanied by an affirmation 
of China’s desire for friendly rela- 
tions with India. The Peking lead- 
ers assured India that they would 
never interfere with the latter’s 
affairs. 

In a dispatch from New Delhi, a 
N. Y. Times observer stated that 
a tempered calm characterized atti- 
tudes towards Peking in Indian 
Government circles. Discussions in 
India’s legislative body were philo- 
sophical and mature — slightly 
amusing at times. While disapprov- 
ing Chinese Communist methods, 
the Indian leaders were obviously 
seeking to re-establish normal rela- 
tionships with Peking. But it is very 
clear, reported the Times, that there 
would still be considerable distrust 





of Red China, more caution against 
possible Chinese encroachment and 
a tendency among India’s leaders to 
keep a sharper eye on their own 
native Communist party and its re- 
lationship to the Soviet world. 
(N. Y. Times, May 18; Wash. Post, 
May 9, 17.) 

American political figures are 
fond of being photographed going 
to church. But what shall we say of 
this behavior among Hindus, Budd- 
hists and atheists, compared to the 
West’s endless, ill-tempered, child- 
ish bombasts with threats and coun- 
ter-threats, and little to differentiate 
between Christians and Marxist-ath- 
eists? Will Asia teach Christian poli- 
ticians and statesmen how to be 
Christian? 


China Contradictions 


Reports from Red China have 
been seemingly contradictory dur- 
ing past months, some sources re- 
lating stories of discontent and re- 
sistance, others reporting famine 
conditions in certain cities, especial- 
ly in Shanghai and Canton which 
foreigners have been allowed to visit. 
Also numerous dispatches from 
Hongkong have told of the sharp 
decrease in exportations from the 
Red China mainland. 

By contrast, many authoritative 
reports indicate great progress in 
agriculture and industry — miracu- 
lous progress that will have much 
significance for the future. 

What is one to believe? Our ad- 
vice is to believe it all! 

The immense scope of a revolu- 
tion as great as China’s must in- 
clude, by its nature, the most varied 


and complex elements; thus almost 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


And let us not deceive ourselves: The altruism of communism is 
quite genuine, despite its addictions to tyranny. There are no millionaires 
in Russia or Red China; there are the elite with extraordinary privileges, 
won by their talents and energy. But even Stalin’s son inherited few if any 
economic or material advantages. 


(continued) 


PEACE VS. MILITARY EXPEDIENCY AT GENEVA 


HE American people have simply not been given a fair and accurate 

picture of the Geneva diplomatic conferences, as time will reveal. If 
you should go to the files of the foreign press, to be found in the great 
libraries of New York, Washington, Chicago or Los Angeles, and compare 
U. S. papers with those of England, France, India, Japan, and then study 
translations of the Russian press, which are also available, you would dis- 
cover that the American people are not much better informed on negotia- 
tions at Geneva than are the Russian people. 

YOU WOULD LEARN that fear of a rearmed Germany has un- 
questionably been the deepest current in Geneva. This factor in particular 
has been befogged in reports to the American people. This is the reason 
for the obvious inner discords among the Western allies and the reason the 
Russians have been secure in resisting U. S. proposals; they feel much 
world sympathy on their side, especially the world they care about most — 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

THE U. S. PROPOSALS have centered on: (1) the continuation of 
the rearming of Germany by the U. S. with atomic missiles added, as a 
part of the U. S. defense system; while (2) the stage is set for all-German 
free elections looking toward unification. Everyone, including the Rus- 
sians, knows that the East Germans would vote to get rid of Communist 
domination, which would mean an East Germany united with a West Ger- 
many that is rearmed and integrated into the U. S. defense. The facts of 
life being what they are, has any one seriously expected the Russian de- 
fense chiefs, not to mention the Red revolutionary cabal in the Kremlin, to 
even consider such proposals? (We have spoken hopefully of Secretary 
Herter’s efforts to readjust our adamant military position to present reali- 
ties. But that takes time; so far he can only carry forward the policies 
which were handed to him.) 

me COMMUNIST PROPAGANDISTS have undermined the U. S. 
position at Geneva by a worldwide blast about the former Nazi gencrals 
whom the U. S. has fumigated, washed up, reuniformed and redecorated. 
When the Reds charge, in international radio and press broadcasts, that 
137 former Hitler generals now occupy high command posts in the new 
U. S.-sponsored German Army (which is being entrusted with U. S. atomic 
missiles), it doesn’t make good reading for the U. S. We don’t know about 
all of the 137, but some of them are not hard to locate: 


Gen. Friedrich Foertsche, present Deputy Chief of Staff at NATO headquarter. 

Hitler, chief of the General Staff of the 18th Army and served ten years : allies oe hays 
criminal. Gen. Joachim Frayer, the present West German representative of NATO Central Euro- 
pean command, was a colonel in the General Staff under Hitler. Adm. Heinrich Gerlach, who 
today commands the West German Baltic fleet, was formerly chief of staff of Hitler’s Navy. 
Maj. Gen. Martin Harlinghausen, Commander of the Northern Wing of the West German Air Force, 
now under U. S. direction, was a Lieut. General in the Luftwaffe and was, the Reds charge, 
decorated by Hitler for the bombing of Britain. Maj. Gen. Heinrich Hax, the new deputy Com- 
mander of the West German Third Army Corps, was a General Staff chief in Hitler’s 56th Army. 
Adm. Wolfgang Kaehler, of the new German Navy, was the commander of the cruiser Emden dur- 
ing World War II. There are many others. The fact that the U. S. military chiefs are unable to 
refute these Communist charges leaves the world dubious of U. S. intentions. 


What about the restoration of such figures as the “defenders of 
Western democracy,” so soon after over 200,000 American youths died 
fighting them? Does this strengthen or weaken our cause in the eyes of 
the one billion people who are, so far, neither with us nor against us? 

The American people may catch a glimpse of how German rearm- 
ament looks to much of the world with the arrival in America of 30 
women whom the Nazis tortured in sadistic medical experiments. The 30 
are here to tour the country by way of publicizing the program launched 
by the Saturday Review of Literature to provide medical treatment for 53 
women who survived horrible ordeals in the German Nazi camps. While 
members of the Polish underground, in their late teens and early twenties, 
they were turned over to the torturers when they refused to give informa- 
tion to the Nazis. 


The captured Nazi records show that shoulders and arms were amputated in transplant at- 
tempts; that gasoline and other substances were injected into their veins to develop highly ef- 
ficient and inexpensive ways of bringing death; that 300 prisoners were kept in freezing water 
to record the effects of prolonged exposure; many other experiments are detailed. The records of 
the Nuremberg trials show that 200 German doctors participated in the experiments — with 300 
others aware of what was going on. Only 25 doctors were brought to trial at Nuremberg; 15 
were found guilty, seven were hanged, five sentenced for life, the other three got light 
sentences. And most of the rest are practicing physicians today in West Germany! (N. Y. Times, 
May 31.) ‘ —e . , 

We should not hold the German people guilty of Hitler’s crimes, 
but we can examine how far U. S. military expediency has carried us. In 
view of the fact that 12 million Russians died in the Nazi invasion of the 
Soviet, should we wonder at their tough attitude on a rearmed and united 


Germany as a tool of Western defense! The U.S.-British stronghold in West 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 








China Contradictions 


anything can be said about China— 
and someplace it would be true. 
The country is large, the population 
very great. In some factory areas 
there have been reports of worker 
discontent and some outbreaks of 
rebellion, accompanied by food 
shortages. Those with long experi- 
ence in Russia and China see a de- 
liberate plan in operation—with the 
food used as a means of discipline. 
Peking officials blame the shortage 
on the failure of transportation. 
Hungry workers, in the meantime, 
are put under severe discipline, and 
then when shipments of food ap- 
pear, the cooperative workers are 
the first to get it. Stalin used the 
same method in gaining control over 
the Russian peasantry during the 
Kulak rebellion in the early 1930's. 

Peking claims that 90 per cént of 
rural China has been reorganized 
into communes within the last 18 
months or two years. Some 500 mil- 
lion of China’s population of 650 
million are still on the land. Such an 
uprooting could not have been ac- 
complished without much suffering, 
privation and cruel oppression. All 
the tragic stories are no doubt true. 
But there is convincing evidence 
that, despite the suffering and trag- 
edy, the job is being done. In fact, 
authentic reports now coming 
through Hongkong tell of the eas- 
ing of pressures in those communes 
that were first established. The in- 
dustrial communal life has also kept 
apace, with both suffering and gain. 
Food allotments have been in- 
creased and housing improved in 
the older communes. More freedom 
of activity and less interference with 
family ties have been among the 
major concessions reported by Eu- 
ropean observers in the older com- 
munes. In the newer communes, 
disciplinary measures remain se- 
vere and resentment often explodes 
into resistance. 

Why has the Peking Communist 
regime decided upon such harsh 
wholesale methods of reshaping 
China’s life? Students of Chinese 
history readily find answers to this 
question, for many historians pre- 
dicted that China could never 
change without an extensive up- 
heaval. All virtue and honor had 
long resided in tradition; doing 
things in the old ancestral way was 
the custom; any innovation, no 
matter how much needed to im- 
prove health and living conditions, 
was evil. Thus progress came very 
slowly — and in some areas, not at 
all. Methods of plowing, for in- 
stance, which for centuries amount- 
ed to little more than scratching the 
surface of the ground with a sharp 
stick, could not be changed, al- 
though hundreds of agricultural 
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missions, some supported by West- 
ern philanthropy and many even 
backed by China’s prerevolutionary 
Governments, had demonstrated 
better and newer methods. It took 
the revolution to bring the deep 
plow to China. Health measures, 
which had to do with cleanliness, 
parasites and vermin, had made lit- 
tle impression after nearly a century 
of Western influence. 


Then there was the problem of 
the grave mounds. Around every 
Chinese city, town and village, thou- 
sands of acres have been usurped 
by the mounds of earth that marked 
family graves. Since the custom 
had come down through the cen- 
turies, an ever larger proportion of 
China’s tillable soil was given over 
to graves, these vast acreages lying 
idle while food shortages brought 
famine in some large area almost 
every year. 

The destruction of forests and 
trees has long caused devastating 
floods to sweep the Yangtze and 
Yellow River valleys every few 
years. Instead of replanting trees, 
the deforestation of China persisted 
in the hinder provinces — until the 
Communist revolution. 

Some historians predicted that it 
would take 200 years to bring about 
the changes necessary for China to 
meet the requirements of modern 
life. Yet the Communists have made 
tremendous progress in ten years. 
The reforestation program is well 
ahead of schedule. (See BTL, Jan. 
1); great gains have been made in 
the reconstruction of canals, in ir- 
rigation and power development; 
the grave mounds were leveled in 
one full sweep across the country 
as modern agriculture was intro- 
duced. And out of the good and the 
bad has come a 100 per cent in- 
crease in food production in the past 
three years and startling progress in 
industrial production. 

But the West is indeed changing 
also. In 10 or 15 years, will our 
own crowded regimented industrial 
society — with its tight rows of 
identical urban developments, du- 
plexes and apartment houses — be 
so different from that of new China 
—or Russia? 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


Berlin — 100 miles inside the Iron Curtain — remains an ideal outpost for 
U.S. espionage and thus, as Germany rearms, will continue to be a festering 
sore in U.S.-Soviet relations. 

THE OTHER MAJOR FACTOR AT GENEVA, of which the 
American people hear little, has been the desire of Europeans in general 
to end the toe-to-toe brink of war military build-up, along both sides of 
the Iron Curtain. (Everyone expects the U. S. to stay in Berlin, and if the 
Russians turn over the civil control of East Germany, including the con- 
trols of the approaches to West Berlin, to the East German Communists, 
then the U. S. will simply deal with the East Germans instead of the Rus- 
sians On transportation and communication matters.) 

These hopes of cooling down the inflammable situation around the 
Iron Curtain have been stimulated by the repeated Russian offers to with- 
draw their armies out of all East Germany and Eastern Europe if the U. S. 
would withdraw our armies from West Germany and halt the rearming of 
West Germany. Not only has the U. S. military policy been to ignore these 
proposals which are certainly worthy of exploration, but the Pentagon 
grimly proceeded to make a noisy beginning of the installation of U. S. 
atomic missiles just when the Geneva negotiations were getting under way! 
Is that in keeping with America’s Christian tradition? Naturally Khrush- 
chev mocked our “peaceful” intentions — and as this Newsletter forecast 
they would — the Russians have retaliated by announcing plans to install 
guided missiles in Albania and Bulgaria which brings the pressure of new 
atomic threat to Italy and Turkey where the U. S. is already installing mis- 
siles. The politicians in power in West Germany, Italy and Turkey are, of 
course, cooperating with the U. S. missile program, for the backing of the 
U. S. military further intrenches their personal fortunes. 

THE POPULAR PRESSURES for the curtailment of armaments 
and the withdrawal of the occupying armed forces in Central Europe has 
become so pronounced in Europe that the commanding chief of the U. S. 
Army in Europe felt compelled to make a statement recently that, in his 
opinion, Western military forces in Germany would suffer no strategic or 
tactical disadvantage if they were to withdraw west of the Rhine to Hol- 
land, Belgium and France. This would, of course, halt German rearma- 
ment — with the Soviet Army withdrawing from East Germany. (N. Y. 
Times, May 7.) Thus it leaked out that withdrawal or disengagement was 
a major issue at Geneva — yet hardly a word on this in U.S. dispatches. 

Pentagon propaganda has so conditioned U. S. public opinion, how- 
ever, that any withdrawal will appear to be a threat to American security. 
When Gen. Eddieman endorsed the possibility of a military disengagement, 
he was strongly criticized by officials of the Pentagon and White House, 
then silenced. With such tactics prevailing and with the former Nazi high 
command becoming staunchly emplanted within our defense structure, is 
there not cause for wonder about the survival of democracy within the 
American defense system? Certainly there is nothing rash in urging a mod- 
eration of our military tactics to conform to the opinion of the U. S. Army 
commander in Europe! 


(continued) 


ATOMIC TEST BAN 
HE long-drawn-out Test Ban conference in Geneva now balances un- 
7 steadily at a critical three-pronged juncture: 

@ Because of German rearmament, Russia has become increasingly 
resistant to any suggestion that would expose to foreign eyes the many 
secrets of her defense system. Thus Russia is unwilling to accept the pro- 
posal for international inspection teams free to move over the Soviet. 

e The plain truth is that the U.S. military doesn’t want the atom 
tests to end any more than does Russia. A new Pentagon propaganda 
drive is being launched to persuade the American people that underground 
tests at least must continue. World opinion now is such that no nation 
dares attempt more large atmospheric tests. But the U.S. military chiefs 
are convinced that the further development of small tactical atomic weap- 
ons must proceed so that, in the event the giant atomic weapons are ever 
banned, the U.S. will possess a sufficient arsenal of small tactical atomic 
weapons to offset the Communist superiority in massive manpower. 

@ No adequate international atomic inspection and control system 
can be established that excludes one-fourth of the human race — Red 
China. And China cannot be part of these agreements if her existence is 
not recognized in diplomacy. Consequently, the establishment of controls 
over atomic weapons awaits the readjustment of U.S. policy to the fact 
of Red China. Moves to recognize Red China are now sprouting in Con- 
gress and you will soon see the ultra-conservative forces of the U.S. cam- 
paigning in our press and radio more strenuously than ever against any 
recognition of Red China, while they urge the continuation of bomb tests. 
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